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The Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts
Announces 2025 Activation Fund Grantees

Nearly 81 Million in Funding Supports Organizations
Across Central Massachusetts

WORCESTER, Mass. (July 30, 2025) — The Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts today
announced it has awarded nearly $1 million in grants to ten nonprofit organizations serving the region.
The Activation Fund supports organizations in building capacity in sustainable ways as they work to
address community-identified health issues.

The 2025 projects reflect a variety of focus areas, including completing repairs to an emergency shelter,
purchasing a digital X-ray system for an urgent care facility and expanding language access by creating a
recording studio to produce critical health information in multiple languages.

“We received a record-breaking number of applications this year, and we are pleased that the grantees
selected by the Board represent a broad set of organizations, issues and geographic areas,” said Dr. Amie
Shei, President and CEO of The Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts. “In these challenging
times, it is more important than ever to help organizations build capacity and resiliency.”

These grants will enable organizations to advance their work and deepen their impact by reaching more
people, improving how they deliver their services or launching new programs that improve access to care
and address social factors that shape people’s health.

The grant awards, totaling $998,000, are as follows:

AIDS Project Worcester — $125,000 to modernize technological infrastructure agency-wide and migrate
to a robust, cloud-based secure system, improving operational efficiency and elevating quality of services
provided to clients and data reported to key stakeholders.

Center For Health Impact — $42,000 to equip a language access recording studio at its offices in
Worcester that will be utilized by staff and partner organizations to produce audio translations of critical
health information into multiple languages that reflect the needs of Central Massachusetts.
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Cultivate Care Farms — $125,000 for renovation of a historic shed on the organization’s property in
Bolton to become an ADA-compliant therapeutic space that is usable year-round for group and individual
sessions, increasing program capacity and expanding access to underserved populations.

Edward M. Kennedy Community Health Center — $125,000 for purchase of a digital X-ray system to
equip a new, publicly accessible urgent care facility in Worcester, reducing waiting times for diagnosis
and treatment for patients in both the urgent care and primary care clinic.

Girls Inc. of Worcester — $75,000 for training, renovations, and equipment needs related to
Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care licensure for its after-school and summer
programs, making them accessible to more low-income families who rely on state childcare vouchers.

Guild of St. Agnes of Worcester — $91,000 to partner with the Life is Good Playmaker Project, a
nonprofit that provides trauma-informed training & support to early childhood professionals, to bring
their signature certification program (Playmaker University) to staff and build internal capacity for
meeting ongoing training needs by employing a train-the-trainer model, impacting more than 350 center-
based educators and family childcare providers as well as 1,800+ children in their care.

Habitat for Humanity North Central Massachusetts — $65,000 to purchase a truck to support the
organization's Critical Home Repair Program, increasing its capacity to provide structural repairs, safety,
accessibility and independence-enhancing modifications for low-income homeowners, seniors and
veterans in the North Central Massachusetts region.

South Middlesex Opportunity Council — $125,000 to complete critical capital repairs at its single adult
emergency shelter located on Queen Street in Worcester, expanding capacity to meet increasing demand
for services.

Winchendon Community Action Committee — $120,000 to complete ADA-accessible renovations of
indoor and outdoor community classroom spaces at The Hub, its community action center in Winchendon,
enabling launch of an innovative workforce training and service-learning program benefiting up to 500
youth.

Worcester State Foundation — $105,000 to acquire specialized, portable equipment that will enable
expansion of community hearing screening services conducted by the Speech-Language-Hearing Center
and enable screenings for special populations of adults and children who have difficulty responding to
sound.

About The Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts

The Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts is dedicated to improving the health of those who live or
work in Central Massachusetts, with particular emphasis on vulnerable populations and unmet needs.
Through its unique and impactful approach to grantmaking, The Health Foundation supports community-
identified health issues, with health defined broadly to include social determinants of health and with a
focus on promoting health equity. As a health conversion foundation launched in 1999 following the sale
of the not-for-profit HMO Central Massachusetts Health Care Inc., The Health Foundation’s grants have
totaled over $60 million to more than 240 unique organizations over its history. For more information,
visit www.thfcm.org.
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